Method to identify Demodex in the eyelash follicle without epilation.
The ubiquitous skin mite Demodex has been implicated as an instigator of anterior blepharitis. To date, overpopulation of the organism has been verified by cilia epilation (Coston or modified Coston method). This monograph describes an alternate technique to isolate Demodex organisms by eyelash rotation within the follicle. Via this method, without epilation, mites are made visible in follicles that may or may not display the cylindrical cuffing characteristic of demodicidosis.